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SAMBALPUR the city of old charm & new glamour 



Picturesquely located on 
the lap cfNature, amidst wooded 
hills with a panoramic view on the 
bank of the river Mahanadi, 
Sambalpur looks like a temple 
studded hill station from a height 
like Budharaja Hill or Circuit 
House. Even at night, the beauty 
is breathtaking. 

Refened to as 'Samba !ak' 
by the Greek Geographer 
Ptolemy in the 2"° century AD and 
Sambhal' in the medieval Tibetan 
literature, Sambalpur is one of the 
oldest cities of India. Long before 
the introduction of script, ancient 
man hasleftapictograph (C 150Q 
BC) at Vikram Khol in this region 
which is still undeciphered. In the 
8" century AD, Sam bal pur led the 
world by founding Vajfayan 
Buddhism by its King jndrabhuti, 
one of the 84 traditional Siddhas 
of India. Sambalpur had the 
tradition of producing diamonds 
extracted from the sands of the 
river Mahanadi at Hirakud, literally 
meaning Diamond Island'. The 
cultivated plains yield numerous 
varieties of paddy, some of which 
are the finest in the country. The 
irrigation facilities provided by the 
Hirakud Reservoir caused a 
green revolution - the land which 
looked dusty brown in the past 
looked flush green even during 
summer months. Once a part of 
South Koshal, Sambalpur was a 
fortified town during the Chouhan 
rule. The remains of the palatial 
buildings - Raja Bakhri and Rani 



Biranchi Mishra 

Bakhri ; the crumbling stone wails 

on the river face and the few 
smoldering bastions are mute 
witnesses to this historical past. 

According to the local 
legends, Bala ram Dev received 
the Sambalpur region from his 
brother Raja Narasimha Dev of 
Patna Stale and established 
himself at Chaunrpur on the bank 
of the river Mahanandi .One day 
while on a hunting spree along the 
river he set his hounds at a hare 
but surprisingly, the hare repulsed 
the hounds Amazed with the 
unbelievable powers of the most 
timid animal, he thought there 
must be some supernatura! 
virtues on the land and decided 
to make it his capital and built the 
modern township around mid- 
16 m century AD. 

During the British rule also 
Sambalpur was a major centre of 
political activities. It was annexed 
to the British empire under the 
"Doctrine of lapse" in 1649 after 
Raja Narayan Singh died 
issueless. Veer Surendra Sai, a 
scion of the royal dynasty rose in 
revolt and gave the Britishers 
sleepless nights during the Sepoy 
Mutiny of 1 857. He continued his 
struggle long after the Mutiny had 
collapsed in the rest of India. 
Following his footsteps, 
Sambalpur played an important 
role In the freedom movement 
later. Gangadhar Meher the 
famous Oriya poet of nature has 



brought laurels for the locality by 

his immortal writings. 

The presiding deity of 
Sambalpur is Samateswari, 

fondly called Samalai, an 
embodiment of Shakb cult in 
Odisha. The image of 
Samaleswari is a large block of 
stone at the centre of which there 
is a projection with a. narrow 
groove regarded as the mouth. 
Both sides are depressed and 
covered with beaten gold leaves 
for the eyes. It is a unique 
sculpture which does not 
correspond to any form of Indian 
iconography. Application of 
vermillion paste makes the image 
red coloured everyday But once 
a year on Mahalaya Day, the 
image appears white by 
application of sanda! paste. One 
of the twelve seats of Goddess 
Mangala, the shrine of 
Samaleswari dominates the 
skyline for kilometres. Said to 
have been built by Chhatra Sai 
around 1691 AD, the temple is a 
derivative of Vesara style of 
temple architecture. 

There are scores of other 
temples in the city most of which 
were built during the Chouhan 
rule. Dedicated to Vaishnav, Saiva 
and Sakta Gods & Goddesses, 
the architectural designs of these 
temples resemble the style of the 
Khajuraho group of temples. 
Among them, mention could be 
made of temples like Patneswari, 
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Bada Jagannath, Ramjee, Kotha 
Jagannath, Budharaja, Anant 
Sajya, Brahma pura etc, There are 
some fin©,specimen of sculptures 
in the Gopaljee Math & Ananta 
Sajya temple in all their original 
forms. The temples of the town 
have become an integral part of 
the socia-religious life of the 
people,. Even today in the 
Brahma pura temple, many civil 
suits are decided by oath of the 
parties. 

Thanks to Padmashree 
late Krutartha Acharya, Sambaipur 
with its vicinity is known the world 
over, for the traditional hand loom 
fabrics, popularly called the 
Samba I pun textiles- The products 
exhibit considerable taste in 
harmonious blending of colours 
and elaborate richness of pattern 
and designs. Even the coarsest of 
cloth is woven with a dainty 
boarder, It imparts elegance and 



beauty to a wide range of fabric, 
from quiltings and furnishings to 
dress materials and tapestry. But 
the most popular among them is 
the colourful saree which has 
almost become synonymous with 
the whole range of products. The 
process of weaving known as Tie 
& Dye or Bandha is intricate as 
well as difficult. Bundles of yarn 
are first tied in different sections 
and then dyed successively 
applying one col our at a time. The 
colour scheme is predetermined 
according to the designs with 
such extra -ordinary precision that 
when the dyed threads are woven 
together, the designs appear on 
the fabric as if by magic, It requires 
highly skilled workmanship and 
takes quite a long time to get a 
finished product . It is as interesting 
to watch the birth of the product 
as to use them. 

The region is rich in folk art 
and culture. The rhythmic 



Sambalpuri dances accompanied 
by lyrical music in various forms 
are vigorous and inspiring. 

Despite being an urban 
city, there is a weekly market- 
Kamli Bazar, which sits every 
Sunday giving it a rural ambience. 
Existence of a Deer Park at 
Motijharan within the city itself is a 
pleasant surprise. 

Nuakhai, Sitalsasthi and 
Durgapooja are among the most 
important festivals here. A recent 
addition is the Folk Dance & Music 
Festival organised from 4 1h to 6* 
January every year. 

Sambaipur combines the 
charm and glory of the old world 
and the glamour and 
sophistication of the modern 
world. 

Bhuhaueswar 

Ph:+9l 9417004627 

email; bmi&hi •a49tfigntail.com 
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In the fond memory of Late Biranchi Purohit, 
Who departed for his heavenly abode on 19.05.09. 

Dr. R,K.Purohit m.d.micog 



Dip. Laparoscopic Surgery 
University ot Kiel, Germany 



Dirctor, Dept. of Obstetric & Gynaecology 

Purohit General Hospitl & Research Center 

Shakti Nagar, Bargarh-768028, Koshalanchal, Gdisha, India 
Hospital (M) 9937317866, Ph.234403, 234468, 232596 






SRIRAM CHANDRA 
PATRA 



DASARATH PATRA 

Mr. Dashrath Patra is the Veteran 

L.I.C. Advisor of Life Insurance Corp. 

Bargarh Branch 

Mr. Sriram Chanra Patra is an Emerging 

Superstar L.I.C. Advisor, Being the first 

m.d.r. Member of Bargarh Branch 
Office: g§£ q^\ $qq -gqafi sm- 



Cortfacfss 




Customer Care Center 

LLC. Primiurn Point 

Bhatli Chowk, By the side of 

Bank of Baroda. Bargarh, Odish a 



Res. Address: 

Back Side of Chand an Tyre, Toll Gate, 
Ward no 1, Bargarh. Odisha 
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